Ms. Tibbs - Case Study II
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Duty Senior Social Worker is contacted by Police in New Orleans who have received information from the child's grandmother Mrs. Tibbs.
Mrs. Tibbs told them that she cares for Jessica every weekend and at bedtime she noticed bruising to Jessica's foot that went from the top through to the sole. She asked Jessica how this had occurred and Jessica said that her father, William, did it to her.
Mrs. Tibbs explained that her daughter Shona and her partner William lived within the New Orleans Metropolitan area. Mrs. Tibbs had never taken to William. Mrs. Tibbs did not believe that William was Jessica's father, although the couple had reunited following Jessica's birth. Jessica had had a bruise to her face several weeks previously and Jessica had explained that she had fallen. Mrs. Tibbs wished to remain anonymous throughout the investigation and services.
An Initial Referral Discussion took place between a Police Detective, senior social worker and community pediatrician. A decision was made that the social worker and police officer should jointly interview the child. Following the interview a decision would be made regarding a medical examination of Jessica.
The social worker contacted the mother, Shona, to tell her that a Child Protection Investigation was taking place, and what it would involve. Shona was angry that an investigation was taking place but said she would accompany her daughter to the interview.
Jessica was interviewed at the Advocacy Center with Children’s Hospital. She said that her daddy had caused the bruising but it was an accident when they were playing football. Although the interview did not determine that the cause of the injury was deliberate, given the extent of the bruising, the social worker asked that a doctor examine the injury. Shona complied with this request. The examination was not conclusive - the General Practitioner felt that the injury could have happened as a result of an accident but was concerned that Shona had not sought medical advice as the bruising on the foot must have caused Jessica pain and difficulty in walking. Shona and William said that Jessica had been trying to get attention and had lied to her grandmother about the injury as she knew that Mrs. Tibbs did not like William. Shona said Mrs. Tibbs spoiled Jessica. Without further information the investigation did not proceed further. Mrs. Tibbs was insistent that Jessica had told her that her father had caused the injury deliberately.
Questions to Think About (Place into order as required as the SW/Social Work Professional)
1. Is there anything you need clarified, e.g. what is the role of a Duty Social Worker?
2. As regards what has been described above: As a professional, what are you feeling? What are you thinking?
3. What might worry you here? Is there anything that surprises you about the behavior or actions taken?
4. Could and would social workers make a difference here? If so, you may wish to break this down into:
A. Which social work agency (or agencies) might undertake the work – make recommendations here, identify service providers, treatments, in this paper?
B. Who might they work with
C. How might they do this? And which resources, EBT/EBI are necessary and available? 
D. On a wider level what are the issues here? For example, the unrecognized role of Kinship Carers (Mrs. Tibbs).
Grading Rubric - Group Voice-over PowerPoint Presentation   
Choose at least three social work theories; explain their main principles, advantages and disadvantages and apply them to the assessment, planning and intervention in this Case Study.  
Example

Structure of the Voice-over PowerPoint Presentation:
Introduction  
· Introduce the three social work theories with historical information, etc.
Social Learning Theory
· Advantages
· Disadvantages
Social Learning Theory: Application to Case Study 
· Assessment
· Planning and Intervention
· Social Conflict Theory
· Advantages
· Disadvantages
Social Conflict Theory: Application to Case Study 
· Assessment
· Planning and Intervention
· Psychoanalytic Theory
· Advantages
· Disadvantages
Psychoanalytic Theory: Application to Case Study 
· Assessment
· Planning and Intervention
Conclusion
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